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Introduction

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) has a partnership with Questar Assessment Inc. 
(Questar) for the development of the 2023 Grades 3–8 English Language Arts Tests. Teachers from across 
the State work with NYSED in a variety of activities to ensure the validity and reliability of the New York 
State Testing Program (NYSTP). 

The 2023 Grades 3–5 English Language Arts Tests are administered in two sessions on two consecutive 
school days. Students are asked to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the areas of reading and 
writing. Students will have as much time as they need each day to answer the questions in the test 
sessions within the confines of the regular school day.

For all three grades, the tests consist of multiple-choice (1-credit), 2-credit constructed-response questions, 
and 4-credit (grades 4–5 only) constructed-response questions. Each multiple-choice question is followed 
by four choices, one of which is the correct answer. Students record their multiple-choice responses on a 
separate answer sheet. For Session 1, students will write their responses to the constructed-response 
questions in their separate answer booklets. For Session 2, students will write their responses to these 
questions directly in the test booklets. 
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For the Spring 2023 tests, there are no time limits. On average, students in Grades 3 and 4 will likely 
need an estimated time of 60–70 minutes to complete Session 1 and 70–80 minutes to complete 
Session 2. For Grade 5, most students will likely need an estimated time of 80–90 minutes to complete 
Session 1 and 70–80 minutes to complete Session 2. Some students will take more or less time. Please 
plan accordingly to allow students to complete the test at their own pace. All students who are 
productively working should be allowed to complete the test, within the confines of the regular school 
day, regardless of the time approximations listed above. Students should be productively engaged in 
completing assessments and not be retained beyond that point. School personnel should use their best 
professional judgment and knowledge about individual students to determine how long a student should 
be engaged in taking a particular assessment and when it is in the student’s best interest to release them. 
These time estimates are for planning purposes only. 

The following charts provide information about the format of the tests and where and how students record 
their answers. 

2023 Grade 3 English Language Arts Paper-Based Test

Day 1, Session 1 

	■ Reading: 23 multiple-choice questions (Students record their answer 
choices by darkening the circles on their Session 1 Answer Sheet.)

	■ Writing: 2 two-credit constructed-response questions (Students write their 
answers in their Session 1 constructed-response answer booklet.)

Day 2, Session 2 

	■ Reading: 6 multiple-choice questions (Students record their answer 
choices by darkening the circles on their Session 2 Answer Sheet.)

	■ Writing: 3 two-credit constructed-response questions (Students write their 
answers directly in their Session 2 test booklet.)

2023 Grade 4 English Language Arts Paper-Based Test

Day 1, Session 1 

	■ Reading: 23 multiple-choice questions (Students record their answer 
choices by darkening the circles on their Session 1 Answer Sheet.)

	■ Writing: 2 two-credit constructed-response questions (Students write their 
answers in their Session 1 constructed-response answer booklet.)

Day 2, Session 2

	■ Reading: 6 multiple-choice questions (Students record their answer 
choices by darkening the circles on their Session 2 Answer Sheet.)

	■ Writing: 3 two-credit constructed-response questions and 1 four-credit 
constructed-response question (Students write their answers directly in 
their Session 2 test booklet.)

2023 Grade 5 English Language Arts Paper-Based Test

Day 1, Session 1 

	■ Reading: 26 multiple-choice questions (Students record their answer 
choices by darkening the circles on their Session 1 Answer Sheet.)

	■ Writing: 2 two-credit constructed-response questions (Students write their 
answers in their Session 1 constructed-response answer booklet.)
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	■ Read each question carefully and think about the answer before making your 
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