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This is a list of suggested Enduring Issues which is not intended to be memorized. It is 

not meant to be an all-inclusive or comprehensive list. 

Part III Enduring Issues 

Considerations 

¶ An enduring issue is a challenge or problem that a society has faced and debated or 

discussed across time. An enduring issue is one that many societies have attempted to 

address with varying degrees of success. 

¶ Enduring Issues are often nested, e.g., conflict (war, competition, armed struggle, 

resistance, invasions, threats to balance of power) and human rights violations (injustice, 

inequality, discrimination, unfair treatment, persecution for beliefs, threats to cultural 

identity, restrictions to movement). These sets of issues show a range of possible issues a 

student could identify when writing the Enduring Issues Essay. Issues can be expressed 

negatively as well as positively. 

¶ The concept of ñNested Issuesò is one way to think about Enduring Issues. When 

choosing the Enduring Issue to write about, a student may choose one of the Enduring 

Issues identified in this chart, a nested issue, or one of their own issues. What presents 

itself as a ñNested Issueò in one set of documents could be the Enduring Issue in another 

set of documents depending on the documents provided and the studentôs perspective. 

¶ To identify an Enduring Issue a student must analyze each of the documents, determine 

the issues in each document, and then group those issues under a common category that 

encompasses all of these other issues. This common category is the studentôs Enduring 
Issue. An example using the Prototype Enduring Issue Essay might be human rights 

violations or injustice: Doc. 1 discrimination, Doc. 2 destruction of a group, Doc. 3 

genocide, Doc. 4 apartheid, Doc. 5 religious discrimination. The issues from these 

documents fit under the category of human rights violations or injustice. 

¶ The identified Enduring Issue must be an issue that has affected people or has been 

affected by people and has continued to be an issue across time or has changed over time. 

¶ Defining the Enduring Issue will require information from the documents and the 

application of social studies knowledge. 

¶ The identification of the Enduring Issue will be dependent on the documents provided, 

the context of those documents, and the perspective or lens the student uses to interpret 

those documents. This set of circumstances will affect how the Enduring Issue is defined. 
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This is a list of suggested Enduring Issues which is not intended to be memorized. It is 

not meant to be an all-inclusive or comprehensive list. 

Enduring Issue Nested Issues Grade 10 

Key Idea 

Connections 

Grade 9 

Key Idea 

Connections 

Conflict war, competition, armed struggle, 10.1, 10.2, 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 

resistance, invasions, threats to balance of 10.3, 10.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 

power, power struggles, disputes over 10.5, 10.6, 9.8, 9.9, 9.10 

boundaries or location of boundaries, 10.7, 10.8, 

disputes over land use, disputes over land 

acquisition, disputes over resources, 

disputes over resource use, disputes over 

waste disposal sites, disputes over socio-

economic status, disputes over who has 

power, disputes over how power is 

obtained, disputes over how power is 

maintained, ethnic disputes, religious 

disputes, disputes between social classes, 

terrorism; debates over choice of reform 

needed, negative reaction to reform; 

response to lack of reform 

10.9, 10.10 

Human Rights injustice, inequality, discrimination, 10.2, 10.3, 9.4, 9.6, 9.9, 

Violations exclusion, unfair treatment, cruel treatment, 10.4, 10.5, 9.10 

persecution for beliefs, threats to cultural 10.6,10.7, 

identity, restrictions to movement, 10.8, 10.9, 

enslavement, human trafficking, 

disenfranchisement, lack of freedom of 

speech, lack of freedom of assembly, lack 

of freedom of press, censorship, genocide, 

denied access to earning a living 

10.10 

Scarcity lack of food, lack of human resources, lack 10.2, 10.3, 9.1, 9.4, 9.8, 

of natural resources, lack of industrial 10.4, 10.5, 9.10 

resources, lack of housing/shelter, lack of 10.7, 10.8, 

clean water/water resources, lack of medical 

treatment, lack of arable land, lack of 

technology, lack of capital 

10.9, 10.10 

Power lack of access to power, unfair distribution 10.1, 10.2, 9.1, 9.3, 9.4, 

of power, shifts in power and authority, 10.3, 10.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 

power struggles, relationship of ruler to 10.5, 10.6, 9.8, 9.9, 9.10 

ruled, social class tensions, ability of the 10.7, 10.8, 

people to have a voice in government 

(consent of the governed/social contract), 

shifts in the balance of power, access to free 

and fair elections, lack of free and fair 

elections 

10.9, 10.10 
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