
COMMISSIONER'S COMMENTARY 

Making Lincoln•s declarations of freedom real 

By Betty Rosa 
Regents Chancellor 

Last month, the 
Board ofRegents 
celebrated the opening 
ofa new exhibit at 
the New York State 
Museum featuring 
President Lincoln's 
handwritten draft of 
the "Preliminary" 
Emancipation 
Proclamation. Standing 
before this national 
treasure, one cannot 
help but to reflect upon 
our nation's troubled 
past. At the same time 
we should celebrate the 
progress we have made 

and contemplate the hard work that remains before us. 
The exhibit is dedicated to the memory ofour dear 

fiiend, Regent Judith Johnson, who passed away in October. 
Throughout her brilliant career, Judith was a tireless advo
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