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COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTARY

Before she passed 
away in March, my dear 
friend, Regent Beverly 
Ouderkirk, made me 
promise that I would speak 
with a student whom she 
had mentored. I recently 
had the chance to speak 
with him, and now I 
understand why Bev was so 
insistent that we talk.  

It turns out that Jonah, 
who now works for a 
well-regarded think tank, 
developed a strong interest 
in education policy based 
on what he had witnessed 

as a high school student in upstate New York. “There 
were so many kids at my school who de�nitely could 
have achieved at high levels, but they just weren’t being 
served by the kinds of learning we were being asked to 
do,” Jonah told me. “By the time they get to high school, 
a lot of students have already checked out; they don’t see 
themselves being able to do the work, so they eventually 
stop trying.”   

He continued, “These were students who were really 
interested in their classes when they were younger – but 
somewhere along the way, they had come to believe that 
the schooling they were getting just wasn’t for them. It 
seems to me,” he concluded, “that we could support a lot 
more students if there were some alternative pathways to 
achievement.” 

When Jonah shared these observations with the 
school superintendent at the time, she told him that 
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