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Whisper Reading 
 

Exemplar from: 
Module 3A:  Unit 1:  Lesson 4:  Work Time A 

Explanation of scaffold: 
This scaffold is for students who do not have the fluency skills to independently read a challenging text.  
In this lesson, it is intended to bridge the teacher read-aloud and the independent student read in Work 
Time A.  Below is an example of how to use whisper reading to scaffold students’ close reading of the 
excerpt from the article War in the Pacific as they prepare to build their background knowledge of World 
War II.  Whisper reading can be used in any lesson to change independent reading activities to 
collaborative group or paired reading to support fluency and comprehension of challenging texts. 

Teacher actions/instructions: 
Instead of having student partners take turns independently reading every other paragraph of the text, 
explain to students that they will be using wh(l)4(i)9.9(5f)9.9( hapa)10(rt)r
0 (rt)4(ic)d9(5f) 





Paragraph Frame 

 

Name:  
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Text-Based Discussion Checklist 

Exemplar from: 
Module 3B:  Unit 1:  Lesson 11:  Work Time A 

Explanation of scaffold: 
This checklist can serve a dual purpose:  to remind students to use the classroom rules/norms for 
engaging in discussion with their peers about academic content and to serve as a way for students to 
evaluate either their own or others’ abilities to demonstrate appropriate communication skills during 
text-based conversations, especially in group settings.  The checklist on the following pages of this guide 
is a modification of the Socratic Seminar sample checklist found in Expeditionary Learning’s protocol 
guide (Appendix 1:  Protocols and Resources).  This scaffold supports students who are learning to take 
personal responsibility for their own learning and behavior in school by giving them a tool to self-monitor 
their own speaking and listening skills as well as assess the performance of their peers.  This scaffold 
builds on the visual support provided by the anchor chart.  This format can be adapted for use in any 
lesson to support student participation in text-based conversations. 

Teacher actions/instructions: 
Use student ideas recorded on the Socratic Seminar: Look and Sound Anchor Chart created during this 
lesson as well as information from the Connecting Lyrics to Text Discussion Rubric, as appropriate, to 
develop the Text-Based Discussion Checklist included in this guide.  Include possible follow-up questions 
and sentence starters as examples under each skill listed.  Add to, omit, or alter the sample language 
(extra spaces have been included to add new expectations as needed), and distribute the checklist as 
appropriate to meet the needs of your students.  Laminate or place the checklist in a plastic sleeve so 
that students can reuse them.  Direct students to use the checklist during group discussions with their 
peers and explain that it will help them remember to use effective speaking and listening skills when 
interacting with others and assess the performance of their classmates during discussions requiring 
critical reading and thinking.  Provide explicit instruction on how to use the Text-Based Discussion 
Checklist for those students who need additional support to learn new skills. 

Student actions: 
Students participate in Socratic Seminars 





 

 

 

 

Did the participant… Always Sometimes Never Notes/Comments 

Ask questions to understand what other 
people are saying and thinking? 

�¾ Can you tell me about that? 
�¾ Can you say that another way? 

�¾ Where did you find evidence of this? 
�¾ I have a question about… 

    

Link comments to what another person 
said? 

�¾ “I really liked your idea about…” 
�¾ “My idea is related to yours 

because…” 
�¾ “That’s a good point because…” 

    

Express own ideas? 
�¾ “I believe that…” 
�¾ “I think that…because…?” 
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 

Exemplar from: 
Module 2A:  Unit 1:  Lesson 2:  Work Time A   

Explanation of scaffold: 
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Step 3:  Illustrate with examples. 



 



NAME:  _________________________________________ 
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Word Family Map (example) 

 
 



NAME:  _________________________________________ 
 

 

Word Family Map 




	Introduction
	How to Use This Guide
	Whisper Reading
	Paragraph Frame
	Text-Based Discussion Checklist
	Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
	Word Family Map
	Frayer Model

	References




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Grade8ELAScaffoldingGuide.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAghessiResp_ace

essidinsp_ace<"http://www.adobe.com/go/acrobat1doessibilrequier_eessidinsp_ace<"hbility_checker_en#Scripts">Scripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgNavLinr>

Navigd>

td>Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

<		Needs manual check		DocumeAlilinorCoobatpriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		DescriptionScripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgNeessdAliobattrNeessdcklilinorCotbatprp://www.adobe.com/go/acrobAlilinorCotbat that11_acceevlitbeding prbility_checker_en#Scripts">Scripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgAliobatNos appro">AssoclorCdility_Scripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgHiddentr>

">HO">Logessibilit="http://www.adobe.com/go/acroilinorCotbat _aculd ibilhO">ogessibilit="bility_checker_en#Scripts">Scripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgOtherAliobattrOther ele_en#BcklilinorCotbatprp://www.adobe.com/go/acrobOther ele_en#Bcthat1requier_klilinorCotbatprbility_checker_end>Needs manual check		DocumeT11_aspriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		DescriptionScripts		Passed		Nossitd>Pageiibil or gAgTHTDtr>Hoged TDTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged
ummaryPage Content





		Rule Name		Status		DescriptionTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedPage Content





		Rule Name		Status		DescriptionApproprlorCceesting="http://www.adobe.com/go/acrpproprlorCceesting="color contr/t/g_aontrhcontr3><#reportTop">Back to Top="htntr/bodytntr/htmltnt



