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[4] Marian Anderson had been applauded by many of the crowned heads of Europe. She had been 
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Frequency

Å Select frequently encountered words

Importance to Text

Å Select key words that will be critical for overall 

understanding

Conceptual Complexity 

Vocabulary Selection – How do you select 

vocabulary in preparation  for reading?

Conceptual Complexity 

Select words to pre-teach that are 

Å not easily imageable, 

Å that are abstract, 

Å and/or that have a high degree of relatedness.

Vocabulary Selection – Which Words Do 

We Pre-Teach?

▪ The degree to which understanding the word requires an 

understanding of related concepts is relatedness.

▪ Words that have dense networks of other related concepts 

have high relatedness.

Vocabulary Selection
Relatedness

Vocabulary Instruction: 

Words to Pre-teach
Extended Instruction More intensive instruction for less 

imageable, less concrete, and highly related words:

Å Use an illustration and synonym to explain a wordôs 

meaning. 

Å Provide a definition. Make sure it is the one used in the 

target text.

Å Provide the home language definition and cognate 

status.

Å Structure opportunities for students to talk about the 

word.

Å
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Vocabulary - Embedded Instruction

31

https://vocabularytool.airprojects.org/
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Attaining Core Content for English 

Language Learners (ACCELL):

Interactive Approaches to Close 

Reading
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Discourse level

Å Text with multiple levels of meaning

Å Distortions in organization of text (e.g., time sequences)

Å Specialized content knowledge required 

Å Limited use of text features and graphics

Attributes That Make Text Challenging

43

Fisher, D., Frey, N., & Lapp, D. (2012). Text complexity: Raising rigor in reading. 

Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

▪ Give ELLs texts that are closer to their zone of proximal 

development (i.e., comprehensible but challenging).

Text Complexity

44

▪ Smartphone apps

Å Level It Books (iPhone; developer KTL Apps) for $3.99

Å Level Finder (iPhone; developer Brandie Collins) for $1.99

▪

http://www.lexile.com/fab
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Example Reading for Key Ideas 

Asking Guiding Questions

55

Paragraph 

Numbers
Main Idea Guiding Question(s)

# 4 and 5 The great voice was Marian 

Anderson, a Black woman, 

who was not allowed to sing 

at DAR Constitution Hall. 

Instead, she sang at the 

Lincoln Memorial.

Who was the great voice the 

people had come to hear?  Why 

was she singing at the Lincoln 

Memorial?

# 6 and 7 The weather improved and 

Marian Anderson sang in 

front of the statue of 

Abraham Lincoln.

What happened to the weather 

just before the concert began?  

Where did Marian Anderson 

stand to sing?

What guiding question(s) would you ask to help students find the key ideas? 

▪ Students often need additional, supplementary questions 

to help them understand details.

▪ Teacher poses questions.

▪ Questions delivered sequentially, in the order in which 

information appears in the chunk.

Reading for Key Ideas and Details

Ask Supplementary Questions

56

Make it easier for students to answer 

supplementary questions by

Å Defining key words prior to asking the question or asking 

questions about word meanings.

Å Restating phrases or sentences that will help students 

answer the question,

(Note that supplementary questions are text dependent!)

Reading for Key Ideas and Details

Ask Supplementary Questions

57

Å Requires the reader to go back to the text to find evidence.

Å Cannot be answered solely on personal opinion, background 

information, and/or imaginative speculation.

Reading for Key Ideas and Details

Ensure a Text-based Focus

58

Source: Pook, D. (2012). Implementing the CCSS: What teachers need to know and do. Manuscript. 

What is it like to go to an open-air 

concert?

Who is Russell Freedman? Why did he 

write this book?

Describe different types of concerts

people go to.

Why had so many people come to the 

concert?

Who was Marian Anderson? What were 

her accomplishments?

In what kinds of venues did Marian 

Anderson perform?

Non-Text-Dependent Questions Text-Dependent Questions

Guiding question: What was the scene like on the Mall in Washington, D.C. 

on that day? 

59

MODEL: Reading for Key Ideas and Details 
Ask Supplementary Questions
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Inquire about 

word meanings.

Which words describe the weather? 

What do the words mean?

Inquire about 

larger sequence 

of text

Did the weather prevent people from 

assembling? How do you know?

Restate phrases 

or sentences

It says people arrived in large animated 

groups. What does animated mean?

Define key words 

prior to asking the 

question

Remember the Mall is a national park. 

Which words describe the streets leading 

to the Mall? 

Example: Reading for Key Ideas and 

Details

60

Marian Anderson had been applauded by many of the crowned heads of Europe. She had been 

welcomed at the White House, where she sang for the president and first lady, Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. She had performed before appreciative audiences in concert halls across the United States.
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Annotating the Text for Key Ideas and 

Details (optional)

67

▪ Students to annotate the text after they have already 

participated in reading and answering questions about 

the text for key ideas and details.

▪ Students annotate the text to

Å Identify vocabulary they still donôt know.

Å Identify portions of the text they donôt understand.

Å Develop questions related to portions they donôt 

understand.

68

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS:

Now reread the passage once more. Star up to five words you don’t understand and write them in the 

spaces below. Underline sections of the text that still confuse you and prepare questions about these 

sections.

1) Write up to five words or phrases you don’t know:
¶ _________________________

¶ _________________________

¶ _________________________

¶ _________________________

¶ _________________________

2) Write questions for the parts of the text you don’t understand.
¶ _______________________________________________________________________________

¶ _______________________________________________________________________________

¶ _______________________________________________________________________________

¶ _______________________________________________________________________________

¶ _______________________________________________________________________________

Annotating the Text for Key Ideas and 

Details

Revisiting Text for Craft and 

Structure or Integration of 

Knowledge and Ideas

Not to be used without prior permission 

© 2015 Center for English Language Learners ï American Institutes for Research

Revisiting Text for Craft and Structure 

or Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

70

Engage Students in Multiple Readings

Reading for Key Ideas and Details

Å Teacher Read Aloud: The teacher reads the text aloud to demonstrate reading fluency.

Å
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Revisiting the Text for Craft and Structure 

and Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

73

Cluster Sample Standard Generic Stem The Voice

Craft 

and 

Structu

re

Analyze the structure of 

the excerpt to show how 

the structure helps define 

the key ideas.

How are the 

paragraphs 

structured? 

How does 

this add

meaning to 

the text?

Next to each paragraph, 

write whether it is written 

in the past or past 

perfect? Why are some 

paragraphs in the past 

and others in the past 

perfect? How does this 

make the text more 

meaningful/interesting?

Ask Questions About Craft and Structure

Revisiting the Text for Craft and Structure 

and Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

74

Cluster Sample Standard Generic Stem The Voice

Integration 

of 

Knowledge 

and Ideas

Evaluate the advantages and 

disadvantages of using 

different mediums (e.g., print 

or digital text, video, 

multimedia) to present a 

particular topic or idea.

What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of 
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How Can We Help ELLs Access and Produce 

Complex Text?

1. What will I do to enhance background?

2. How will I help students acquire vocabulary?

3.
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